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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application entered on 02/05/2002. Claims 1- 
18 are pending in this office action. 

Claim objections 

Claim 1, the term "data path macro cell" is unclear to what it means. Clarification 
or correction is required. \ 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 35 1(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 2 1 (2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over 
Schlansker et al. Pat. No. 6408428. 

Regarding claim 1: Schlansker teaches a system comprising: 

memory for storing a text format template (col. 4, lines 43-52, col. 1 1 , lines 29-42 
and col. 17, lines 1-12); 

controller configured to generate data representing a graphical layout of a data 
path macro cell (col. 4, lines 29-42 and col. 5, lines 40-45); 

controller configured to generate a text format template comprising a variable, 
based upon said data representing a graphical layout of said data path macro cell (col. 
15, line 66 through col. 16, line 4); 

controller is further configured to substitute (determine) a predetermined value for 
said variable to generate a text format file representative of a data path macro cell 
having predetermined characteristics (col. 55, lines 20-30 and col. 11, lines 1-5) ; and 
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controller is further configured to generate a data file representing a graphical 
layout of a data path macro cell represented by said text format file (col. 4, lines 29-42 
and col. 5, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claims 9 and 15: These claims teach the method or program similar 
to features of claim 1 and rejected in similar manner except the retrieving (reading from 
a memory) function is rejected by Schlansker in col. 2, lines 1-6. 

The remaining claims of 102(e) section contain features similar to the rejection of 
claims 1,9 and/or 15 and rejected in rationale. 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan Do whose telephone number is 571-272-1891. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Smith can be reached on 571-272-1907. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 
305-3431 for regular communications and 703-305-3431 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0596. 
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